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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 7 and 8 are objected to because of the following informalities: Page 5, 
line 10 and page 6, line 5, Applicant put period (.) instead of semi-colon (;) or coma (,). 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Computer programs claimed as 
computer listings per se, i.e., the descriptions or expressions of the programs are not 
physical "things." They are neither computer components nor statutory processes, as 
they are not "acts" being performed. Such claimed computer programs do not define 
any structural and functional interrelationships between the computer program and 
other claimed elements of a computer which permit the computer program functionality 
to be realized. In contrast, a claimed computer-readable medium encoded with a 
computer program is a computer element which defines structural and functional 
interrelationships between the computer program and the rest of the computer which 
permit the computer program's functionality to be realized, and is thus statutory. See 
Lowry, 32 F.3d at 1583-84, 32 USPQ2d at 1035. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Refer to the limitations in claim 18, "An information 
processing program causing a computer to serve as the information processing device" 
and in claim 19, "An information processing program causing a computer to execute the 
information processing method". Claim 18 is program claim, which refers back to 
device, while claim 19 is method referring back to device. The metes and bounds of the 
claims are not clear. Appropriate correction/clarification is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kurihara et al. (Japanese Application Publication #2000-213503). 

Regarding claim 1, Kurihara teaches an information processing device, installed 
to a traveling object, which performs wireless communications with a sensor (See 
Abstract), comprising: 

sensor information obtaining means for obtaining sensor information that the 
sensor outputs (Paragraphs 0006,0023-0025); 
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storage means for storing the sensor information (Paragraphs 0006, 
0008,0016,0024,0040); 

positional information obtaining means for obtaining positional information 
determining a position of the information processing device (Paragraphs 0006-0013), 
0042; and 

processing means for executing predetermined processing on the basis of the 
sensor information and the positional information (Paragraphs 0006-0017). 

Regarding claim 2, Kurihara teaches the information processing device, further 
comprising communication means for performing wireless communications with another 
information processing device which manages the sensor information of the sensor 
(Paragraphs 0022-0026), wherein the processing means, when having determined that 
a value of the sensor information has exceeded a predetermined threshold value for 
equal to or more than a predetermined time, transmits information indicating 
abnormality to the other information processing device through the communication 
means (Paragraphs 0014,0015,0031-0033,0051,0052,0055,0058,0059). 

Regarding claim 3, Kurihara teaches the information processing device, wherein 
after having determined that the value of the sensor information has exceeded a 
predetermined threshold value for equal to or more than a predetermined time, the 
processing means, when having determined that the value of the sensor information 
has become the threshold value or less, transmits information indicating recovery to 
normal to the other information processing device through the communication means 
(Paragraphs 0014,0015,0031-0033,0051,0052,0055,0058,0059). 
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Regarding claim 4, Kurihara teaches the information processing device, wherein 
the communication means performs the wireless communication in a packet switching 
system (Paragraphs 0035,0045). 

Regarding claim 5, Kurihara teaches the information processing device, wherein 
the communication means is a mobile phone (Paragraph 0022). 

Regarding claim 6, Kurihara teaches the information processing device, 
wherein: the processing means determines (i) whether or not a position indicated by the 
positional information, which has been obtained by the positional information obtaining 
means, is near a destination of the traveling object, and (ii) whether or not the sensor 
information matches a predetermined content (Paragraphs 0006-0013, 0034-0036); and 
the storage means, when the processing means has determined that the position 
indicated by the positional information, which has been obtained by the positional 
information obtaining means, is near a first destination of the traveling object, and that 
the sensor information matches a predetermined first content, stores determination time 
together with the sensor information of the sensor at the determination time 
(Paragraphs 0006-0013,0024, 0034-0036,0040-0043). 

Regarding claim 7, Kurihara teaches the information processing device, further 
comprising communication means for performing wireless communications with another 
information processing device which manages the sensor information of the sensor, 
wherein the processing means when having determined that a value of the sensor 
information has exceeded a predetermined threshold value for equal to or more than a 
predetermined time, transmits information indicating abnormality to the other information 
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processing device through the communication means, wherein the communication 
means transmits the time and the sensor information to the other information processing 
device when the traveling object has traveled a predetermined distance (Paragraphs 
0014,0015,0031-0033,0051,0052,0055,0058,0059). 

Regarding claim 8, Kurihara teaches the information processing device, further 
comprising communication means for performing wireless communications with another 
information processing device which manages the sensor information of the sensor, 
wherein the processing means, when having determined that a value of the sensor 
information has exceeded a predetermined threshold value for equal to or more than a 
predetermined time, transmits information indicating abnormality to the other information 
processing device through the communication means, wherein the communication 
means further transmits the time and the sensor information stored in the storage 
means to the other information processing device by a short-range wireless 
communication, when the processing means has determined that (i) the position 
indicated by the positional information, which has been obtained by the positional 
information obtaining means, is near a second destination of the traveling object and (ii) 
the sensor information matches a predetermined second content (Paragraphs 
0014,0015,0031-0033,0051,0052,0055,0058,0059). 

Regarding claim 9, Kurihara teaches the information processing device, wherein 
the traveling object transports a package (Paragraph 0021: Since the conveyance car 2 
is equipped with the cold storage 8 and the freezer compartment 9, it carries package to 
transport to another destination). 
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Regarding claim 10, Kurihara teaches the information processing device, 
wherein the sensor outputs temperature information of the package as the sensor 
information (Paragraphs 0022-0027). 

Regarding claim 11, Kurihara teaches the information processing device, 
wherein the sensor outputs vibration information of the package as the sensor 
information (Paragraphs 0022-0027, 0049-0051). 

Regarding claim 12, Kurihara teaches the information processing device, 
wherein the traveling object is a truck and the sensor is installed in a container of the 
truck (Paragraph 0056). 

Regarding claim 13, Kurihara teaches an information processing system 
including the information processing device and another information processing device, 
wherein the other information processing device uses the sensor information as quality 
management information of the package (Paragraphs 0013,0035,0045). 

Regarding claim 14, Kurihara teaches a vehicle being provided with the 
information processing device, the vehicle serving as the traveling object (Paragraphs 
0021,0047). 

Regarding claim 15, a vehicle including a container keeping a loaded package 
at a constant temperature (Paragraph 0056), comprising: 

a sensor, installed inside the container, which measures a temperature and 
outputs sensor information indicating the temperature measured (Paragraphs 0023- 
000026); and 
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a mobile wireless terminal, installed near a driver seat of the vehicle, which 
communicates with the sensor by wireless so as to obtain the sensor information of the 
sensor, the mobile wireless terminal transmitting the sensor information, which has 
been obtained by the mobile wireless terminal, to an information processing device by 
wireless communication (Paragraphs 0006-0013,0023-0026). 

Regarding claim 16, Kurihara teaches an information processing method of an 
information processing device, installed to a traveling object, which performs wireless 
communications with a sensor (See Abstract), the information processing method 
comprising: 

a sensor information obtaining step of obtaining sensor information that the 
sensor outputs (Paragraphs 0006,0023-0025); 

a storing step of storing the sensor information (Paragraphs 0006, 
0008,0016,0024,0040); 

a positional information obtaining step for obtaining positional information 
determining a position of the information processing device (Paragraphs 0006-0013, 
0042); and 

a processing step for executing predetermined processing on the basis of the 
sensor information and the positional information (Paragraphs 0006-0017). 

Regarding claim 17. An information processing method of an information 
processing device, installed to a traveling object, which processes sensor information 
that a sensor outputs (See Abstract), the information processing method comprising: 
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a sensor information obtaining step of obtaining the sensor information that the 
sensor outputs (Paragraphs 0006,0023-0025); 

a storing step of storing the sensor information (Paragraphs 0006, 
0008,0016,0024,0040); and 

a wireless transmission step of transmitting the sensor information stored in the 
storing step by wireless to another information processing device, according to a 
position of the information processing device (Paragraphs 0022-0026). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

, (a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kurihara et al. (Japanese Application Publication #2000-213503). 

Regarding claim 18, as best understood in 101 rejection, Kurihara does not 
specifically teach an information processing program causing a computer to serve as 
the information processing device, but in paragraph 0006, Kurihara teaches the physical 
distribution management system same as an information processing device has a 
storage means memorize the mobile information about the mobile in which a 
conveyance article is carried, a means generate the positional information about the 
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location of a mobile, a means generate the temperature information about the 
temperature of a conveyance article, and the control means equipped with the function 
with transmits and receives data by radio communication between the exteriors and it 
makes a control means output these mobile information, positional information, and 
temperature information outside by radio communication, so it's obvious that the 
information processing program causing a computer to serve as the physical distribution 
management system same as the information processing device according to claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 19, as best understood in 101 rejection, Kurihara teaches does 
not specifically teach an information processing program causing a computer to execute 
the information processing device, but in paragraph 0006, Kurihara teaches the physical 
distribution management system same as an information processing device has a 
storage means memorize the mobile information about the mobile in which a 
conveyance article is carried, a means generate the positional information about the 
location of a mobile, a means generate the temperature information about the 
temperature of a conveyance article, and the control means equipped with the function 
with transmits and receives data by radio communication between the exteriors and it 
makes a control means output these mobile information, positional information, and 
temperature information outside by radio communication, so it's obvious that the 
information processing program causing a computer to execute the physical distribution 
management system same as the information processing device according to claim 16. 

Regarding claim 20, Kurihara teaches does not specifically teach a computer- 
readable storage medium storing the information processing program, but in paragraph 
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0006, Kurihara teaches the physical distribution management system same as an 
information processing device has a storage means memorize the mobile information 
about the mobile in which a conveyance article is carried, a means generate the 
positional information about the location of a mobile, a means generate the temperature 
information about the temperature of a conveyance article, and the control means 
equipped with the function with transmits and receives data by radio communication 
between the exteriors and it makes a control means output these mobile information, 
positional information, and temperature information outside by radio communication. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dominic E. Rego whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8132. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nay Maung can be reached on 571-272-7882. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




ominic E. Rego 



PATIENT EXAMINER 



